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Exod 20:2, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery.”
Throughout the OT Bible this is an oft-repeated statement, whether it is from
God directly or through His prophets, appearing more than 70 times. This
statement defines the existence of Israel as a people of God and declares the
mighty work of God in founding this nation. It first appears as the preamble to
the Ten Commandments, the constitution of the new nation. More than meets
the eyes, it describes the spiritual significance of the Israelites’ delivery from the
house of slavery: they shall be to God a kingdom of priests and a holy nation
(Exod 19:6). In other words, it points to the departure of God’s people from sin
into holiness.
Amazingly, in the NT, it occurs only twice, one in contrast with the new
covenant in Jesus (Heb 8:9) while the other equating it with the salvation in Jesus
(Jude 5). What this tells us is that, just as God brought the Israelites out of Egypt
in the OT, Jesus is delivering us from sin in the NT. The power of Jesus’
deliverance is no less than the power God displayed in bringing Israel out of
Egypt. How does this help us face the anxiety over COVID-19?
Before today, corona virus seems so distant; the risk of infection was deemed
low, but we were told that “this can change any time.” Now it has, with 2
confirmed cases in our backyard. What was earlier only a shadow is now on our
doorstep. What do we do? Are there reasons to panic or be anxious? No. Should
we be more cautious? Yes.
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Nevertheless, Jesus is still our Savior, whether 2000 years ago on the cross, or
today in the days of COVID-19. Death is no longer a threat, yet we need to be
more dependent on him. In the days ahead, there may be scores of discomforts
and inconveniences, but biblically, they are teaching us lessons on humility,
rather than that on entitlements. It takes only a tiny virus to remind us how
vulnerable we are, and that we need to be “brought out of the land of Egypt” to
stand firm against the onslaught of COVID-19, while continuing to love God
and one another.
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