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2 Kings 6:16, “[Elisha] said, ‘Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.’”
The event behind this captivating verse has always been my favorite children
Sunday School story. Yet I never outgrow it. Thus, to this day, every time I face
what seems like insurmountable and even paralyzing difficulties, I always turn to
this story for comfort and strength. I hope it will do the same to us now as we
face uncertain days ahead in light of the corona virus outbreak.
The story is about the servant of the man of God, Elisha, arising early in the
morning and seeing an army with horses and chariots all around the city, because
the king of Syria sent them by night to seize the prophet Elisha. Elisha had made
known and foiled the king’s plan against the king of Israel multiple times, such
that the king of Syria was greatly frustrated.
With this scene before him, the servant’s immediate reaction was, “Alas, my
master! What shall we do?” Elisha comforted him with our verse today, then he
prayed, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” Then the servant’s
eyes were opened and he saw the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire
around Elisha. Now the Syrian army was trapped in the inner circle, while the
angelic army encircled them in the outer circle. The story doesn’t end here, but
you could read on…
To pick up where we left off last week, our calling as followers of Christ is “to
love God and one another,” especially during these days of COVID-19, not on
our own strength and might, but in full reliance upon our Savior. To be afraid,
however, is to count on ourselves while doubting He who says, “Do not be
afraid…” To be afraid is to see ourselves overpowered by the enemy while being
oblivious of the greater power protecting us. In short, the suffering due to the
COVID-19 outbreak is real, but precisely during this time we need to pray for
the eyes to see the spiritual realities around us, so that we can face the
uncertainties ahead with trust rather than fear.

