Devotional from Pastor Ho
March 26, 2020
John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
When I was about to sit down for breakfast this morning (3/24), my better half broke the news: the
confirmed case in Monroe County as of this morning (3/24) was 95! My immediate reaction was
perfunctory, “This is probably good, as the infected individuals in the past 14 days have now come
to the surface. As long as we keep this ‘shelter in place’ for a while, the number will stop climbing
and the outbreak will be over.” Yet the other side of me murmured inside, “Wow, in less than 2
weeks the number has climbed this high.” On top of this, all day and every day, constant streams
from news or social media reminds me that more and more lives have been lost to this virus attack.
Peace has thus snuck away without my realizing it.
I have heard people say that they have started turning off all these news feeds in order to live in
peace. To me this sounds like burying the head in the sand. Moreover, by isolating ourselves from
the outside world, we are depriving ourselves of the compassion and empathy for those who are
suffering, especially those without hope. We are called to love them by praying for the well-being of
their soul.
To pick up from our theme of fear last week, the Son of God who asks us to “fear not” is also the
Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6), who went to the cross on our behalf, so that we might have peace with
God through him (Rom 5:1). Peace with God is of ultimate importance, because even though our
body is killed, our soul finds eternal rest in God (Matt 10:28). Meanwhile, if God wills it, our body
might even be saved for a time. Having attained peace with God, we are endowed with the Spirit of
God who maintains that peace (Gal 5:22). This peace is thereby distinguished from the peace of this
world. It is the peace, which surpasses all understanding (Phil 4:7), coming in the Person of Jesus. In
him, we have peace despite the seemingly crumbling world due to COVID-19.
Prayer: Lord, you stilled the storms when your disciples were afraid. Now the outbreak of the
corona virus is making us unsettled, if not outright afraid. We fear if we, or our loved ones, might be
infected. Give us your peace, and help us to empathize with others! Amen.
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