Devotional from Pastor Ho
April 2, 2020
Luke 13:2-5, “And [Jesus] answered them, ‘Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other
Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others
who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.’”
On Tuesday (3/31), the White House released a projection of the US coronavirus death of between
100,000 to 240,000. The latest update today says that number is 5100, while the number of worldwide
deaths is 48,000. What do these numbers tell us? It tells us that in a best-case scenario, by the time this
nightmare is over, more than twice as many people in the US will die of COVID-19 as the number of
people who have died of the same in the whole world today. The numbers are truly staggering!
I don’t know what comes to your mind as you allow these numbers to sink in. I picture in my mind,
those who have died of COVID-19 today are only 1 in 20 of all who will die by the time the dust
settles. Who will be among the remaining 19? Two weeks ago, the COVID-19 deaths were just
statistics to me, but last week parents of friends have been included. The circle is shrinking to include
more and more people we know.
In today’s passage, Jesus sheds new light on the issue. Those who died, or are going to die, of COVID19 are not necessarily worse sinners than we are, if we survive this pandemic. In other words, both they
and we belong to the same category of sinners who perish without hope, unless we repent and turn to
our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. As the Heidelberg Catechism Question 1 says, “What is your only
comfort in life and in death?” Answer: That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul, in life and
in death – to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. May He truly be our only comfort!
Prayer: O Lord, the number of COVID-19 deaths becomes more and more real to me, but I am
comforted by the hope that I belong to you, not only in life, but also in death. May you be even more
real to me. Amen.

