Devotional from Pastor Ho
April 16, 2020
John 11:25-26, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’”
As we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord this past weekend, we were treated with a fabulous
presentation of Sight and Sound’s Jesus. In one of the scenes, Jesus asked Martha the above question
after Lazarus died. Though Martha answered affirmatively, I wonder how much of what Jesus said
actually sunk in with her, because previously when Jesus told her Lazarus would rise again, she said, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
Indeed, part of Judaism believed in the resurrection on the last day (while the Sadducees did not), as we
followers of Christ also do. Hence, we understand Jesus was referring to the resurrection of dead
believers on the last day to live eternally when he said, “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live.” But “everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die” may need some elaboration,
with Jesus’ raising of Lazarus serving as a “sign” for that.
Jesus is certainly not saying that once we believe in him, we will never die physically, but rather we, who
are living, have been raised from our spiritual death to live eternally. This is our resurrection in the here
and now, which shapes our daily life in loving God and our neighbors, even our social distancing
during COVID-19. As indeed, there are couples who need counseling to resolve family conflict due to
staying at home. On another level, our resurrection also prompts us to delight in God, especially during
this pandemic. Undoubtedly, there is nothing like COVID-19 within the past century, and we may
never again see something of this magnitude in the rest of our lives. Yet, in East Africa people are more
afraid of the locusts than COVID-19. What does this tell us of the God we serve? Virus, locust, and
what not are all at God’s disposal for us to remind us of to fear, worship, and serve him.
Prayer: O Lord, help us to delight in your power and majesty in governing the universe rather than to
fear this pandemic! Amen.

