Devotional from Pastor Ho
April 23, 2020
Psalm 33:20, “Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.”
A few days ago, as I watched on TV a group of people protesting in front of a state capitol for
reopening of the economy, one individual in particular caught my attention. He was holding a placard
that says, “I need a haircut.” Later that evening, a TV news anchor ranted about this, saying in effect,
“You need a haircut? Do you realize that doctors and nurses are putting their lives on the line to save
people’s lives, and you need a haircut [which could bring more people to the hospital]?”
I understand that I am walking on eggshells here, and I need heavenly wisdom as I am broaching a
controversial issue. On the one hand, there are people who are facing financial crisis as they have no
income to pay bills, notwithstanding any political agenda, or any ill-will because their freedom has been
curtailed, or simply bored from staying home. On the other hand, lifting the “shelter at home” order
may cause the curve to spike again, bringing more infected patients to the hospital, and elevating the
number of deaths.
In the face of this conundrum, the last word for believers has to come from the Bible, and I believe the
issue boils down to the word “wait.” What does “wait for the Lord” in the passage above look like?
Even before the first confirmed case surfaced in Monroe County in mid-March, we have “waited for”
COVID-19 to be over. Apparently, there is more waiting ahead of us. Earthly wisdom tells us patience
is needed. We could also use some distractions, so that the wait doesn’t feel that long. Our passage
today, however, reminds us that we are ultimately waiting for the Lord’s timing. For that reason, we
need to brush up on our knowledge of God’s attributes: faithful, merciful, all-powerful, all-wise and allknowing, all of which lead to the assurance that his timing is always right. Therefore, we should pray
for discernment of his timing, rather than getting ahead of ourselves, and while waiting, we could pick
up the skill of haircutting!
Prayer: Dear Lord, forgive us as we are still controlled by our fleshly desires! May the Spirit help us to
draw near to you to discern your will, and to obey you. Amen.

