Devotional from Pastor Ho
April 30, 2020
Psalm 130:5, “I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope.”
Last week we meditated on the need to wait for the Lord. This week we could probably go a little
deeper on this topic. I remember one of my high school buddies liked to say, “Waiting is the most
boring job in the whole world!” We dislike waiting. In marketing, they taught us to manage customer
satisfaction by shortening wait time. When there are distractions during the wait, we are told, the wait
time feels shorter. Hence the screens along the line for the Disney rides.
Distractions, however, doesn’t sound like the right strategy as we wait for the Lord. Instead, we want to
grow more focused and intent on the Lord during the wait; we want to be more eager and curious to
learn what his words tell us about him and our wait. It is him we are waiting for. Negatively, we are
called “wicked and slothful servants” (Matt 25:14-30), if we idle away our wait time. Positively, we are
called to make the best use of the time (Eph 5:16) while waiting.
But what should happen during the wait? If you are asked to describe your ‘waiting for the Lord,’
would the following words make it on your list? The main categories are faith, hope, and love (1 Cor
13:13). Then the subcategories could be trusting, firm, expectant, single-minded, faithful, persevere,
persistent, rewarding, assuring, unwavering, etc. That “love” is leading all these suggests the ultimate
purpose of the wait: the thirst and desire to see the manifestation of God’s glory. This is true as we wait
for COVID-19 to be over. We long to see the greater manifestation of God’s glory. After all, more
than 214,000 people have died of the virus. It cannot be a mere incidence without significance. To
some extent, this pandemic is also a miniature of the much greater glory and calamity on the last day, of
which we also wait. We wait, not idly or aimlessly, but with single-minded hope and trust in his
promise.
Prayer: Lord, help us to understand the depth of our wait for you, whether for the pandemic to go
away or for you to come. Amen.
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