Devotional from Pastor Ho
May 21, 2020
Psalm 73:16-17, “But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, until I went into the
sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end.”
Psalm 73 is well-known for its depiction of the prosperity of the wicked (verses 4-12). The psalmist’s
attitude was abhorrent toward them, to the extent that he almost lost his moral balance, because he
envied them and was angry at God because of them (verses 2-3, 21-22). It was not until he went into
the sanctuary of God that he began to discern their end.
Phase 1 of the reopening after COVID-19 lockdown has started rolling since last weekend. By God’s
grace, if we don’t see the number of infections increase dramatically in the next few weeks, and the
vaccine could be available soon, then after phases 2-4 pass uneventfully, life as we know it will
gradually return to “normal” in the next couple of months. But what kind of “normal” awaits us in the
near future?
I would like for us to discern the end, or the purpose, of COVID-19 for our church life by going into
the sanctuary of God with the psalmist. Going into the sanctuary involves a change from earthly
perspective to heavenly perspective. After all, COVID-19 has taken a huge toll, more on some than
others, while bringing not a few significant changes to the church ministries. The nagging question
before us is, “Are these changes mere interruptions on our routines, or are there positive changes we
want to retain post-COVID-19?” To put it another way, is God teaching us something in the way of
ministries through COVID-19?
The biggest change admittedly is that all gatherings are now online, whether it is corporate worship,
Sunday School, Bible Study, prayer meeting, and fellowships among brothers and sisters. For sure,
these online meetings can never replace physical gatherings of the body of Christ, especially Sunday
worship, but is there something good coming out of these online “gathering” for prayer ministry,
discipleship, evangelism? May the Spirit enlighten us before COVID-19 slips away!
Prayer: Lord, we do pray that COVID-19 will go away soon and do not return another day, but please
help us gain spiritual benefits from this ordeal. Amen.
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