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1 Peter 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.” 
 
 
When God brought his people, the Israelites, up out of Egypt, he promised to give them the Promised 
Land as an inheritance (Num 26, 34, 36), the land which he had covenanted to give to their fathers, 
because these people were his inheritance (Exod 34:9; Deut 4:20). On a side note, God gave no land to 
the Levites, saying to Aaron, “I am your inheritance among the people of Israel” (Numb 18:20). When, 
therefore, these people broke the covenant by serving other gods, the inheritance was taken from them 
and they were exiled from the land. 
 
When the covenant was renewed in Jesus Christ, the people were both given an inheritance and 
promised a future inheritance in Christ (Eph 1:11) in the forms of the kingdom (Matt 25:34), eternal 
life (Matt 19:29), salvation (Heb 1:14), promise (Gal 3:18), and a new heaven and a new earth (Rev 
21:7). Other than the caveat that this inheritance is obtained in Christ, a new feature now in place is 
that it has been sealed with the Holy Spirit, who serves as the guarantee (otherwise known as the down 
payment, the firstfruit) until it is in our possession. Nevertheless, we have already enjoyed part of this 
inheritance, the fullness of which is not yet revealed until Jesus appears. 
 
What does the teaching about inheritance mean for us today? We followers of Christ have been given 
inheritance in him. On the one hand, the proof of our inheritance is being led by the Spirit, producing 
the fruit of the Spirit. Otherwise, if we still live by the flesh, it is an indication that we will not inherit 
the kingdom of God (Gal 5:16-26). On the other hand, having an inheritance in Christ doesn’t mean 
the present life is unimportant. Rather, it is the realization that our true riches lie in the future, because 
it is “far better” (Phil 1:23). The present prepares us for the future as we endure and grow in Christ-
likeness. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for giving us inheritance beyond what our mind can wrap around! Would you 
help us to live in thankfulness and worshipfulness until the Day of the Lord? Amen. 
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