Devotional from Pastor Ho
July 2, 2020
Joshua 6:3, “You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for
six days.”

This verse is part of a well-known event at the heels of the Great Exodus. God had brought his people
out of the land of Egypt, and now this God was bringing his people into the land he had promised
their ancestors to give to them. Jericho was the first city the people were supposed to conquer right
after they cross over the Jordan river.
The conquest of Jericho looks more like a worship ritual than a military strategy. For sure, men of war
were involved, but so were the priests with trumpets and the ark of the Lord. That this verse is part of
God’s instruction for Joshua to lead the people of Israel to take over the city God has given into his
hand is evidence that God was in control over the whole conquest.
There was no bloodshed in the conquest, other than those devoted to destruction, because this was
more a battle of the Lord than of the people. The trumpet served as a declaration of God’s kingship
claim over the land. Paul elaborates on this imagery when he exhorts us to put on the whole armor of
God, “for we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places” (Eph 6:12). As if something is lacking after all the weaponries are mentioned, he tops them off
with prayer – at all times, in the Spirit, for all the saints.
What a timely thought for our prayer walk tomorrow! As we step out into the open, we do well to
remind ourselves that we are following God’s lead to fight the battle. We are claiming the territories he
has given into our hand, and we do it in accordance with his instructions. As a result, we may join Paul
in praise, “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through
us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere” (2 Cor 2:14). May his name be feared by
all who have breath!
Prayer: O Lord, may the nations fear you, beginning from your own people! Help us make every step
in the honor of your name. Amen.
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