Devotional from Pastor Ho
July 23, 2020
Judges 6:36-37, “Then Gideon said to God, ‘If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said, behold, I am laying
a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know
that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.’”
This passage on Gideon is a well-known means to seek God’s will in a particular matter, albeit
disputable. It is disputable because it is no different from modern people’s coin flipping to figure out
what to do in a situation that involves a “yes” or “no” decision. Sometimes people pray, “Lord, if it is
your will that I go, let the third car that passes before me be a red one.” Seeking God’s will in a
particular matter involves more than just a simple yes or no. It involves knowing God’s will as revealed
in the Bible, as well as the application of that will in a particular situation.
Gideon didn’t have the Bible as we do today, but God sent his angel to reveal his will to him.
Therefore, the wet and dry fleeces were not a means to help him make the decision whether or not to
go to the battle; the previous two verses (6:34-35) indicate that his army was ready for the battle. The
wet and dry fleeces were for Gideon to know his God and what this God could do. It was for his faith
to be strengthened before he went out for battle.
What do we do today when we are in Gideon’s situation, facing a huge undertaking before us? First of
all, we need to step forward in faith, for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin (Rom 14:23). This
faith implies we depend entirely on God and his promises in the undertaking. On the other hand, if we
have reservations or doubts concerning it, it does not proceed from faith. What if our faith needs
strengthening, like that of Gideon? On this side of the cross, we look to the object of our faith, Jesus
Christ and the power of his resurrection. The demonstration of God’s power to Gideon was through
the wet and dry fleeces, but to us it is through the raising of Jesus from the dead. If even death could
not detain him, COVID-19 is by no means a formidable enemy. By faith in Christ we therefore submit
to the higher law of love for Christ and his people.
Prayer: Lord, would you strengthen our faith and help us to submit to you in faith by loving your
people? To do or not to do, it is a matter of faith. Amen.
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