Devotional from Pastor Ho
July 30, 2020
Acts 17:11, “Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”
The context of this brief but often quoted passage is that Paul and Silas were in the middle of the
second missionary in Thessalonica, where not a few believed, then the jealous Jews set the city in an
uproar. As a result, Paul and Silas had to be sent to the neighboring city of Berea, where they teach in
the Jewish synagogue. The Berean Jews were commended not only for their eagerness to receive the
words Paul proclaimed, but also for their seriousness in examining their Old Testament Scriptures to
make sure Paul’s words don’t contradict their Scriptures.
Today, an article on Christianity Today caught my attention. The article is entitled When John
MacArthur Reopens His Church Despite COVID-19 Orders. I believe most have heard of John
MacArthur, who not too long ago celebrated his 50th anniversary as pastor of Grace Community
Church in Sun Valley, CA, and is one of the few speakers I have benefited from. When I saw this
headline, the first question that popped up was, “Why now? Why did he follow the lockdown order the
first time around?” Then I went to the church website (gracechurch.org) to find the answer. There is a
long exposition entitled Christ, Not Caesar, Is Head of the Church: A Biblical Case for the Church’s
Duty to Remain Open, and found the answer I was looking for in the Addendum.
The purpose of our devotion today is not to judge or criticize what other churches choose to do or not
do in this polarizing matter, but to apply our passage today. Since the church exposition is subtitled “A
Biblical Case for…” and is replete with biblical references, we want to examine “the Scriptures…to see
if these things were so.” I personally have no qualms about his biblical basis for reopening the church.
In fact, the church exposition is a good teaching material on church-state relationship. Rather, my
concern is more on what is not written, namely, how to love our neighbors in the context of the state
of California during COVID-19 by guarding against the spread of virus within the church community.
May the Lord grant wisdom and mercy!
Prayer: O Lord, how we long to gather as a church like we used to! Would you grant us wisdom to
navigate during this uncertainty? Amen.
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