
 
Devotional from Pastor Ho 

August 27, 2020 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:25, “For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” 
 
 
As Paul begins his letter to the Corinthian church, the first issue he addresses is the division in the 
church. In addressing practical issues, Paul typically does not stay in the “imperative” (1:10,  
“I appeal to you…that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same judgment.”), but he always backs it up with the “indicative,” where he reasons with them, so 
to speak. In this case he does it all the way to the end of chapter 4! 
 
The indicative that Paul always grounds his reasoning on is the salvation of God in Christ. In this case 
he builds his argument from the cross of Christ, which for Paul is the display of the power and wisdom 
of God (1:24), while for his antagonists, it is “a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles” (1:23). 
Then, as if stating the obvious, he asserts that “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men” (1:25). His opponents do not think so. For the Jews, the cross 
is a shame, which the Christ does not have anything to do with. For the Hellenistic Gentiles, to be 
crucified is a sign of weakness and foolishness.  
 
While addressing these objections, Paul applies the truth to the practical matter of church division, as 
well as other life issues. How does he do that? He argues that on the one hand, the cross displays God’s 
wisdom to save sinners, who otherwise find no deliverance apart from Christ. It is therefore wisdom 
instead of folly. On the other hand, God is absolutely powerful enough to save Christ from the cross, 
but in his weakness he saves his own. If he is wise yet willing to be deemed folly, and powerful yet 
willing to be weak, all for the sake of redeeming a people for himself, why are we, who are called to be 
his people, unwilling to lay down our prideful boasting of our own wisdom and power, which is a long 
stretch from God’s wisdom and power? For this very reason, we ought to be united in the same mind 
and judgment, which is the very mind and judgment of God. There is then absolutely no reason to be 
divisive, or to deviate from God’s ways. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, you are all wise and powerful, yet willing to be called foolish and look weak for our sake. 
Would you save us from our prideful boasting? Amen. 
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