Devotional from Pastor Ho
September 3, 2020
1 Samuel 23:14, “And David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in the hill country of the wilderness of
Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not give him into his hand.”
Most of us can relate really well with this story. David was told that the people of Keilah were being
bullied by the Philistines. Before he did anything, David inquired of the Lord, who told him to save
Keilah. But David’s men reminded him that he himself was on the run from Saul. If he aggravated the
Philistines, he could face assaults from both fronts. For a second time David inquired of the Lord, who
assured him of success. Indeed, David was able to deliver the people of Keilah. Sure enough, Saul got
wind of David’s whereabout and was immediately on his way. When David knew about it, he asked
God whether the people of Keilah would hand him over to Saul. The answer was yes. David was then
on the run again, but God did not give him into Saul’s hand (1 Sam 23:1-14).
Most of us have certainly been in David’s shoes, when we go out of our way to help someone who
turns out to be ungrateful. Not only is the favor not returned, but we are outright betrayed. This often
brings regret on our part, and we inevitably have ourselves to blame for such naivete. Yet the biblical
text in verse 14b turns us to a different direction: “And Saul sought [David] every day, but God did not
give [David] into [Saul’s] hand.” We are immediately reminded that this is not merely the horizontal
relationship between Saul and David, but as always, the Most High God is involved. Because it was
God who told David to save Keilah, God is also responsible for David not to fall into Saul’s hand.
When Saul was closing in on David, God even used the Philistines to draw Saul away (23:26-27).
This is a powerful reminder when we feel betrayed by people to whom we have shown favor, because
we bring them kindness also by the command of our Lord, who is very much involved. Moreover, we
ourselves have also betrayed the Lord when we go on sinning deliberately (Heb 10:26), having known
that he was crucified for our sins. Therefore, let us not grow weary in doing good (Gal 6:9; 2 Thess
3:13), especially during this extraordinary time.
Prayer: Lord, even when you have shown us such great love, we have been neglectful and repeatedly
sin against you. Save us, O Lord! Amen.
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