Devotional from Pastor Ho
September 17, 2020
2 Samuel 12:9, “Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the
Ammonites.”
Chapter 12 of 2 Samuel is filled with spiritual insights which we need to consider in the next 3
devotions. In the aftermath of David’s sins of adultery and murder (chapter 11), we shall look at (1) the
indictment, (2) the confession, and (3) the reconciliation. If you are not familiar with the account in
chapter 11, I strongly encourage you to read it for a better understanding of these three devotions.
Chapter 11 ends with “But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.” The indictment follows
immediately as the Lord sends the prophet Nathan to David. Much praise has been given to the way
Nathan approaches David before he presents the charges (vv.1-4). When David responds positively,
Nathan does not pull punches with his “You are the man!” followed by the charges and their coming
punishments (vv.7-12).
All the charges against David boil down to these words: “Why have you despised the word of the Lord,
to do what is evil in his sight?” Ever since God created mankind, he has given them his words to guide
them in all of their life, which may be said to be God’s covenant with them. There were old covenants
with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and finally the new and everlasting covenant with Jesus.
To despise the word of the Lord is therefore to break the covenant, with grave consequences, as we see
in the remainder of David’s life.
We the covenant people of God often see people around us today despise God’s word in a big way and
get away with it. As a result, we have drifted away in our own faithfulness to the covenant. When Jesus
addresses his disciples, he reminds them, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John
14:15). The bottom line then is, how could we say we love Jesus, but despise his words in doing what is
evil in his sight? Or, how could we say we love Jesus, but do not obey him in doing what pleases him?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, we love you because you first love us. May your love drive us to do what you love,
and stay away from what you hate. Amen.
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