Devotional from Pastor Ho
September 24, 2020
2 Samuel 12:13, “David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the LORD.’ And Nathan said to David, ‘The
LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.”
We shall pick up from where we left off last week. The prophet Nathan’s indictment against David was
that by doing what was evil in God’s sight, David was despising the word of the Lord. David’s
response was simple yet profound, “I have sinned against the Lord.” This response is corroborated in
one of David’s penitential psalms, which bears the superscription: A Psalm of David, when Nathan the
prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Ps 51:4 in particular says, “Against you, you
only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.”
David’s response is starkly different from that of Saul, when the latter was confronted. Instead of
fessing up, Saul shifts the blame (1 Sam 13:11-12; 15). We could even say that Saul lost sight of the
seriousness of his sin, even after he was convicted; he didn’t get it. David, on the other hand, hit the
nail on its head the first time his sin was laid out before him; he got it. No wonder he is called “a man
after God’s own heart” (1 Sam 13:14). He knew that when he did what was evil in God’s sight, he had
despised God’s word, and therefore had sinned against God. He knew not to put up a façade of
innocence after he had sinned. In essence, he had known the depth and the height and the breadth of
the Lord’s love, that when he sinned, he wasted no time seeking God’s mercy and forgiveness, like a
child running to the father’s embrace (Ps 103:8-13).
COVID-19 brings out the best of God’s common grace in us, when human beings who are God’s
image-bearers, even unbelievers, show kindness and courage and sacrificial love to one another in times
of need. Yet, the indwelling sins in all of us are also exposed in the face of death and sufferings, or even
as slight as boredom and inconvenience, even if we do not murder or commit adultery. Every sin is
against God. If we have received his saving grace, let us also run to him in faith and repentance,
believing that he is merciful to forgive and hence repenting.
Prayer: O Lord of David, we all have sinned against you, but have no candor like that of David to call
sin sin. May the Holy Spirit continue to help us weed out those sins for your glory. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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