Devotional from Pastor Ho
October 1, 2020
2 Samuel 12:13, “He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, ‘Who knows whether the
LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’””
Having considered the indictment against David as well as David’s confession, both in the aftermath of
David’s sins of adultery and murder (2 Sam 11), in this third instalment we shall consider David’s
“reconciliation” with the Lord, particularly after the death of the child born to him as a result of the
adultery.
When indicted, David responded with confession, so Nathan the prophet told him, “The Lord also has
put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, …the child who is born to you shall die” (2 Sam
12:13b-14). When the child was born, the Lord afflicted him and he became sick. David sought God on
behalf of the child; he fasted and went in (presumably the house of the Lord, see v.20) and lay all night
on the ground. When the child died on the seventh day, his servants dared not tell him, fearing he
might do himself harm. When he eventually knew it, he arose, washed, anointed himself, changed his
clothes, worshiped in the house of the Lord, and ate. His servants couldn’t wrap their minds around
this. When they asked, he gave them the above explanation.
We could glean three important spiritual lessons from this incident. First, we see God’s sovereignty. No
human acts, pious or otherwise, can change nor thwart God’s will. David’s response is worship him.
Second, even though God had told him the child would die, David was persistent in fasting and prayer.
As long as there was still a glimmer of hope, he would not forego any opportunity to hold on to God’s
mercy. Third, David’s confession brought him forgiveness; he did not die, but in God’s righteousness
his son had to die. When we confess our sins and repent, “God also has put away [our] sin,” so we do
not die, but in God’s righteousness, his Son, who is also David’s greater Son, had to die. In this
incident, we see the intersection between the righteousness and the mercy of God. In God’s
righteousness, the child “Uriah’s wife” bore to David died; in God’s mercy, [David’s] wife bore him
Solomon, whom the Lord loved, both women refer to Bathsheba. The take-away for us is to be
persistent in our prayer always, “who knows whether the Lord will be gracious to us,” and show us his
mercy.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for showing us the dark side of David’s life, but also his reconciliation with
you by seeking your grace. In Christ we pray! Amen.
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