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1 Kings 8:27, “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how 
much less this house that I have built!” 
 
 
This is part of King Solomon’s prayer when he dedicated the temple that he has built for the Lord. 
Chapters 5-6 describe in some details the building of the temple, which took seven years. Even though 
the temple was half the size of Solomon’s own house, which took almost twice as long to build (13 
years), God consecrated the house by putting his name there forever (9:3). Solomon himself 
understood that God had to stoop down (condescended) to dwell with his people. 
 
What is unusual with the temple is that when the Lord consecrated it, the glory of the Lord filled the 
temple (8:11), which is not unlike the day when God’s glory filled the tabernacle in the wilderness 
during the time of Moses (Exod 40:34). The temple was indeed glorious both in the making and with 
the Lord’s presence. Yet when the people sinned against God, and God sent their enemies to chastise 
them, God did not hesitate to cast the house out of his sight and make it a heap of ruins (9:7-8). This 
happened in 586 BC when the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar trampled Jerusalem.  
 
In Jesus’ days, when he cleansed the temple by driving out the traders and money changers, he declared 
that when the temple was destroyed, he would raise it up in three days (John 2:19), and we are told that 
he was referring to his resurrected body as the temple, which was raised three days after his death (John 
2:21). Then the apostle Paul teaches that the body of born-again believers are God’s temple (1 Cor 
3:16-17; 6:19), implying that both the church as the body of Christ and the individual believers are the 
dwelling of God’s Spirit, which have been cleansed by the washing of water with the word, and are 
therefore holy (Eph 5:26). 
 
King Solomon did build a glorious temple for God’s name, but that glory faded as he turned from the 
Lord in his old age (11:6). Christ our King, on the other hand, has given each of us a body-temple, 
which makes his church-body more glorious as each of us grow in grace. 
 
Prayer: Most glorious Lord, help us make your church shine and glorify you more as each member of 
the body continue to grow in grace. Amen. 
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