Devotional from Pastor Ho
October 15, 2020
1 Kings 9:3, “And the LORD said to [Solomon], ‘I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made
before me. I have consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My eyes and my heart will
be there for all time.’”
Last week we considered King Solomon’s prayer as he dedicated the temple for the worship of the
Lord in chapter 8. After the dedication, in the first half of chapter 9 the Lord appeared to Solomon a
second time. What the Lord said to him during this appearance we shall consider this week and next
week.
The Lord told Solomon that he had consecrated the temple by putting his name there forever. We are
probably aware that God’s name represents God himself. Therefore, when God says he puts his name
there forever, he is saying that he shall dwell there, even though Solomon has averred that “heaven and
the highest heaven cannot contain him” (8:27).
Just as Yahweh’s name is used in the Old Testament, Jesus’ name is used in the New Testament; just as
the “name” substitutes for Yahweh in the OT, it is used as a substitute for Jesus in the NT, so much so
that the apostle Peter says, “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The amazing but humbling application of this truth is that God now sets his own name upon every
believer. In the sacrament of baptism, we are baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19). Apart from being God’s image-bearers, we are also bearers of the holy
name of God. In other words, God’s name dwells in us as it dwelled in the tabernacle and the temple.
Moreover, this name will be on our foreheads eternally (Rev 22:4). The name functions as a seal that
defines who we are.
Insofar as we are aware that we bear on our foreheads “the name that is above every name,” at which
name “every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth” (Phil 2:9-10), we should
live in a way that does not dishonor it, while finding our joy and satisfaction only in that name.
Prayer: O Lord, while your name is exalted above every name, you do not find it abominable to place
your name on unclean sinners like us. Instead, you cleanse us with your holy name. May we honor your
name. Amen.

“
”

“

“

”

”

“
”

“

”
”

“

“
”

“

“

”

”

“
”

“

”
”

“

