Devotional from Pastor Ho
November 26, 2020
1 Chronicles 21:13, “Then David said to Gad, ‘I am in great distress. Let me fall into the hand of the LORD, for
his mercy is very great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.’”
Although 2 Sam 24:1 says the Lord incited David to number Israel, 1 Chr 21:1 says it was Satan who
incited David to number Israel. Nevertheless, this seeming discrepancy need not detain us, because the
Lord could certainly use Satan to incite David. We see this in the life of Job, where God tested Job
through the hands of Satan.
After the numbering, which displeased God, was carried out, David confessed his sin to God, then
God offered him three punishments to choose from: (1) three years of famine; (2) three months of
devastation by the enemies; (3) three days of the sword of the Lord, pestilence on the land, with the
angel of the Lord destroying throughout all the territory of Israel. Our passage implies that David’s
choice is number three.
The reason behind David’s choice is based on his knowledge of God, whose mercy is very great. When
the punishment was executed, seventy thousand men of Israel fell because the Lord sent a pestilence
on Israel. Yet when the angel was sent to Jerusalem to bring further destruction, the Lord relented,
saying to the angel, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” To an onlooker, it seems that David’s bet on
option 3 has paid off, but we know better, don’t we? It was David’s faith in God that is at work.
We know better because we live on the other side of the cross than David. The cross crystallizes the
mercy of God. We have displeased God countless times, and if by faith we count on his great mercy,
the cross is where his wrath was outpoured, and the One who was hanged on the cross to bear his
curse was his own beloved Son. Compared to David, we now have a fourth option: trust in the atoning
death of God’s Son to avail of God’s great mercy. Even more reassuring is that this could be an
ongoing trust, which paves the way for us to access God’s mercy every time we offend him. We
definitely ought to give thanks to him for what the cross represents!
Prayer: O Lord our God, when we in awesome wonder, consider your saving work on the cross, we
cannot but praise you, thank you, and worship you, for you are worthy! May the name of our Savior be
lifted up even as he was lifted up on the cross. In his name, Amen.
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