Devotional from Pastor Ho
December 17, 2020
2 Chronicles 16:12, “In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was diseased in his feet, and his disease became severe.
Yet even in his disease he did not seek the LORD, but sought help from physicians.”
The time marker (“in the thirty-ninth year…”) is important, because during the first thirty five years of
his reign (chapters 14-15), Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God by seeking
him (14:2, 7), not least when he cried to the Lord as he battled against a million-man strong Ethiopian
army with a much smaller one, and God gave him victory.
Chapter 16 begins the thirty-sixth year of his reign, when he began to drift away from reliance upon the
Lord. At that time the Northern kingdom of Israel began to encroach upon the territory of the
Southern kingdom of Judah by building Ramah. Instead of calling upon the Lord, this time around Asa
relied upon the king of Syria, paying him tribute with silver and gold. In his mercy, God sent the
prophet Hanani to declare his judgment on Asa, but instead of repenting, Asa locked him up.
Our passage tells us that three years later when the disease in his feet got worse, Asa sought help from
physicians but did not seek the Lord. We can be sure the Chronicler is not implying that physicians
were not needed, although that may be true if such is God’s will. The point is that Asa had so
completely turned away from God that even to his death two years later, he did not cry out to God, as
if he had never known God.
We can hardly explain the apostasy of Asa, except by saying that not all that begins well ends well.
Biblically speaking, however, Jesus has told us more than once that those whom the Father has given
him, not one is lost (John 6:39; 10:28; 17:12; 18:9). The only way to know we are in that category is if
we hold fast or be faithful, or otherwise, repent (see last week’s devotion). Assurance also comes in
knowing that “[we] by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time” (1 Pet 1:5). We do well to thank the Lord every morning we wake up, that we are still
Christians, especially when we commemorate his coming to bring us his salvation.
Prayer: Merciful Lord, you have purchased us with your precious blood, would you also keep us till
salvation is revealed in the last time? Meanwhile, when we sin against you, do help us to repent. Amen.
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