Devotional from Pastor Ho
December 24, 2020
2 Chronicles 25:9, “And Amaziah said to the man of God, ‘But what shall we do about the hundred talents that I
have given to the army of Israel?’ The man of God answered, ‘The LORD is able to give you much more than this.’”
King Amaziah of Judah was putting together an army for a war. Those who were twenty-years old and
older, choice men who were fit for war numbered 300,000. He probably deemed this number
insufficient, so he hired another 100,000 mighty men from Israel for 100 talents (7500 lbs. or 3400 kg)
of silver. Then a man of God told him not to involve the Israelites, because God was not with them,
while God had the power to make him win or lose the battle. In other words, he should rely on God
alone.
It turns out that Amaziah had paid for these mercenaries and couldn’t get a refund if he sent them
back. Naturally, he felt he had wasted their services, but the man of God said something remarkable,
“The Lord is able to give you much more than this.” It is as if the Lord was giving Amaziah a blank
check, “If you will obey me on this matter, I will grant you the desire of your heart.” For Amaziah, the
“much more” refers not only to the 100 talents of silver, but also a guaranteed victory over the
Edomites, which the hired mercenaries couldn’t guarantee. The only drawback in this incident is that
the angry mercenaries, who were sent back to Israel, turned around and raided the cities of Judah,
killing 3000 people and took much spoil. Is this the Lord’s oversight, allowing these villains to find a
loophole? Otherwise, what spiritual insight could we gain from this incident?
The Chronicler reports the incident matter-of-factly, without giving any explanation for the dark spot
on an otherwise rosy picture. But we who celebrate Christmas understands that obedience has a cost,
which is sometimes costly. Obedience doesn’t necessarily guarantee smooth-sailing. Obedience must
even be accompanied by perseverance in order to be rewarded with the promised “much more.” For
the Son of God, obedience means coming to the world by taking the form of a servant (Phil 2:7) and
by learning to obey through suffering (Heb 5:8).
Prayer: Wonderful Savior, thank you for exemplifying for us what obedience means. Help us to obey
and persevere in it. Amen.
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