Devotional from Pastor Ho
January 6, 2021
Ezra 5:5, “But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they did not stop them until the report should
reach Darius and then an answer be returned by letter concerning it.”
At the end of 2 Chronicles, we are told, “[The king of the Chaldeans, i.e. Nebuchadnezzar] took into
exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and to his
sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia” (36:20). When Cyrus king of Persia came into
the picture, he was stirred up by the Lord to build a temple in Jerusalem the Lord (36:23).
The subsequent book of Ezra begins with the execution of Cyrus’ decree. As if to avoid being missed
by the readers, it is repeated that “the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia” (1:1), but the
returnees were able to get only as far as laying the foundation of the house of God. Afterward, they
faced opposition from the Gentiles living in Judah and Benjamin, who first offered them a helping
hand, but when turned down, they resorted to intimidation, and eventually about 50 years later (30
years of Cyrus’ reign and 20 years of Ahasuerus’), they wrote a letter to Artaxerxes by concocting halftruths (4:11-16). So, the rebuilding ceased. When the next king, Darius enthroned, God sent the
prophets Haggai and Zechariah to call upon the people to resume the rebuilding project. Although
Tattenai the governor questioned them, he didn’t stop them until he heard back from Darius, who not
only replied favorably, but also provided the means to finish the work in 4 years (4:24; 6:15).
This snapshot gives us a picture of how God works in the heart of rulers, as Prov 21:1 says, “The king's
heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.” He hardened
Pharaoh, but he stirred the spirit of Cyrus and Darius, although for reasons unknown to us, he skipped
over Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes. Is the Biden administration in the hand of the Lord? I wholeheartedly
believe so. Just when the people gave up hope of ever rebuilding the temple, he resurrected that hope;
just when the followers of Jesus thought their Messiah was defeated, he came back in a dazzling glory.
Our Lord reigns in 2021 and beyond, even as he reigned in ages past.
Prayer: O Lord our God, we can't help but give you praise as we read through the pages of Scripture.
Help us to draw closer to you and love your word more in the new year! Amen.
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