Devotional from Pastor Ho
January 13, 2021
Acts 12:5, “So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.”
Chapter by chapter in Acts is filled with the acts of the Holy Spirit through the apostles, which led to
the growth of the Word of God or of the church in six stages, which are in turn marked off by 5 key
summary statements (see 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20). Yet, only in this chapter is it embedded with
some humor. The story began with Herod Agrippa I persecuting the church to win the favor of the
Jews by killing James the brother of John. When the next target, Peter, was arrested, it was during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, so the plan was to execute him after the Passover. During the 7-day feast,
the church prayed earnestly for him.
The bulk of this chapter dwells on the details during what was intended to be Peter’s last night on
earth. That night Peter was sleeping peacefully in-between 2 soldiers, as if undisturbed by what was
awaiting him the next day. An angel had to strike him to wake him up, and what happened next felt like
a dream to him that he “thought he was seeing a vision.” The guards were all stilled and the gate
“opened for them of its own accord.” Peter “came to himself” outside the prison after the angel left
him. When he went where many were gathered and praying, and knocked on the door, Rhoda (a
servant girl whose name is recorded!) answered the door but didn’t open it. Instead, she ran in to report
to the others, who were incredulous. Eventually, they opened the door for Peter, who told them “how
the Lord had brought him out of the prison.”
One point for us to consider in this story is that God allowed James to be killed, seemingly without
much ado, but when it was Peter’s turn, he supernaturally sent his angel for the rescue. Before we hurry
to accuse God of playing favoritism, we should note that the trio Peter, John and his brother James
were closest to Jesus out of the Twelve. This is truly a mystery of God’s providence, but this certainly
left a deep impression on the early church, as it does today upon us today, so that ancient and modern
saints alike could perceive the effectivity of prayers. As we witness a global superpower in turmoil
within, and as we perceive a likely persecution upon the church by a new administration, are we making
earnest prayers to God as a church?
Prayer: Merciful and Mighty Lord, help us to be on our knees as we brace for persecutions that are
coming our way. For the sake of our Lord, Amen.
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