Devotional from Pastor Ho
January 27, 2021
Acts 26:6, “And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers.”
This is the apostle Paul speaking before King Agrippa and the new Roman governor Porcius Festus in
a defense against the accusations of the Jews in Caesarea just before he was sent to Rome. The Jews
who came down from Jerusalem to bring their “many and serious charges” against Paul could not
prove them (25:7). Luke tells us that before the previous governor Felix, also in Caesarea, they accused
Paul of stirring up riots among all the Jews throughout the world, of being a ringleader of the sect of
the Nazarenes, and of trying to profane the temple (24:5-6).
After flatly denying their false accusations (24:12-13, 17-20), Paul cleverly affirmed, then as now, that it
was because of his hope in the resurrection that he stood on trial (24:14-15, 21). Earlier in Jerusalem
before the council which made up of the Sadducees and the Pharisees, he mentioned the resurrection
of the dead to stir up division between the former who denied the resurrection and the latter who
affirmed it (23:6-7). This time around, in our passage, instead of “the resurrection,” Paul has changed it
to “the promise made by God to our fathers.” For Paul, then, the promise of the resurrection was
made as early as the time Abraham was told to offer up Isaac, which the author of Hebrews echoes,
“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in
the act of offering up his only son, …He considered that God was able even to raise him from the
dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back” (Heb 11:17, 19).
Therefore, when the resurrected Jesus appeared before Paul on the road to Damascus (9:3-5), it was as
if Paul found the last piece of the puzzle. The whole picture began to make sense to him. Because of
this hope, which comes from knowing and gaining Christ, he now sees all things as rubbish (Phil 3:8).
What was a mere trial before men, if he had endured worse things? Such was the hope that carried Paul
along. What is the hope that carries you and me today? Is that hope powerful enough to carry us
through the pandemic and every ordeal beyond that? Are we, like Paul, able to give thanks in all
circumstances because of this hope?
Prayer: God of Abraham, our Lord, would you strengthen our faith, so that our hope and our love
may grow? In Christ, our hope of glory. Amen.
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