Devotional from Pastor Ho
February 3, 2021
Esther 9:25, “But when it came before the king, he gave orders in writing that [Haman’s] evil plan that he had devised
against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.”
“Where is God in all this?” This is the most common question that pops up when God’s people read
the book of Esther, or for that matter, whenever calamities happen. From beginning to end, God’s
name is never mentioned in Esther. This is quite unusual for a canonical book of the Bible. Not to
mention the fact that when God’s people were on the verge of being annihilated by their enemy, God’s
intervention and deliverance were nowhere seen, as he did when he brought the Israelites out of Egypt.
How then did this book make its way into the Bible?
Even though there is no reference to God in Esther, there are as many as 250 references to the word
“king” or “to rule,” according to the ESV Literary Study Bible. It is very likely that the word “king” in
this book has an intended ambiguity, which is particularly obvious in our passage. We see that even
though Ahasuerus ordered the hanging of Haman (7:10) and his sons (9:14), it was God the Great
King, who brought about all the events that seemed to coincide one after another right from the
beginning when the drunken Ahasuerus ordered his wife to show herself before a room full of drunken
men.
One commentator rightly suggested that throughout Esther, we are repeatedly invited “to compare and
contrast the kingdom of God and the empire of Ahasuerus,” but at the same time, we are no different
from the Jews in Susa, who were oblivious of the presence of God in their midst, while keeping their
Jewish identity hidden to stay out of trouble (2:10, 20). No wonder they began to assimilate with the
pagan cultures and lifestyles of their days. This kept going until the ugly head of genocide emerged as a
threat when they began to mourn “with fasting and weeping and lamenting,” as if there was no hope.
Isn’t this also a picture of ourselves when we lose sight of our identity as God’s people, and when
troubles hit, “we too struggle with the invisibility of God”? Nevertheless, praise be to the Father, who
in the face of Jesus has shone his light upon our hearts (2 Cor 4:6), so that we might see him at work.
Prayer: Lord, have mercy on us and strengthen our faith, especially when we don’t see you at work, so
that we remain faithful to you. Amen.
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