Devotional from Pastor Ho
March 10, 2021
2 Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”
One pastor-friend told me he preached on financial giving every November, during the month when
we celebrate Thanksgiving. The spirit of thanksgiving is certainly a good motivation for financial giving,
primarily giving to the church, but also giving to charities and those in need. Along the same vein,
Giving Tuesday was introduced in 2012 to encourage giving on the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving.
Yet, the apostle Paul gives us even stronger motivation for giving (2 Cor 8-9).
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul in his most extended teaching on generous giving teaches
us that in order to give generously, we first give ourselves to the Lord, and then by the will of God to
the recipients (8:5). As he goes on to allude to God’s provision of manna in the wilderness, he writes,
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack” (8:15). What
he says here about our abundance at the present time supplying others’ needs implies that even our
abundance comes from God, as the manna was, so there is no reason for us to withhold.
The strongest motivation for generosity, however, is built on “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” who
became poor for our sake, that we might become rich. Paul here has brought generosity to the next
level, because all who have received this grace are said to be rich. Apparently, this “riches” doesn’t refer
merely to monetary wealth, although it may. Generosity comes primarily from a changed heart; those
who give from their wallets but not from their hearts are not necessarily generous, while those who are
generous at heart cannot help not withholding what is in their wallets. After all, it is easier to give of
our money and “be done with it,” rather than to give of ourselves: our time, our attention, our care, our
energy, our thoughts. etc. As we remember God’s “inexpressible gift” (9:15) during Lent, let’s strive to
be generous, because the gospel changes everything, including how we give.
Prayer: Our Lord and our God, you give us yourself, that we become rich before you. Help us to look
beyond the riches of this world, and be rich toward you. For the sake of him who became poor for our
sake. Amen.
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