Devotional from Pastor Ho
March 17, 2021
Galatians 1:9, “As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one
you received, let him be accursed.”
This verse is noteworthy on a few grounds. First, it is a repetition of the verse before it (1:8, “But even
if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you,
let him be accursed.”). Secondly, it uses a very strong word (“accursed”; certain versions leave it
untranslated, “anathema,” used only 5 times in the NT, all by Paul, once in Romans and twice in 1
Corinthians). Third, it is only the third sentence into the body of the letter, after the typical salutation
(sender, addressee, and grace-and-peace greeting).
Apparently, Paul was all stirred up as the letter was written, hence it is rightly noted that “Galatians is
perhaps the most polemical of all Paul’s letters.” But why the stir? Why did he react so strongly in this
letter? The answer is simple, but the impact is profound as well as far-reaching. It concerns a different
gospel, which distorts the gospel of Christ, or more precisely, a gospel that doesn’t center on Christ. At
the end of the day, it is no gospel at all, because in that system of belief, Christ died for no purpose
(2:21), because salvation was not solely accomplished by Christ’s righteousness, but involved our
performance in law-keeping.
How is this detrimental to the faith of the Galatians, and by extension to ours? If Christ’s righteousness
and his salvation are merely add-ons, then he is not our Savior; we are our own savior. Even though we
profess to believe in him, when push comes to shove, we believe in ourselves. We are really practical
atheists. On the contrary, the true gospel, which Paul preaches, centers on and is built upon Christ as
the very foundation (1 Cor 3:11), not unlike the foundation on which a high-rise building is built. The
implication is that the moment we call him the Savior of our life, he is also the Lord of our life. On the
one hand, he is responsible for the ultimate well-being of our body and soul (Matt 10:28); on the other
hand, we could turn over all our cares and concerns to him. It is true that within the realm of our
responsibility we still do our part, but the outcome is in his hand. His gospel – his sacrificial love on the
cross – guarantees a favorable eventual outcome.
Prayer: Lord, help us not to stray from your gospel, because no good news can be found outside of
your gospel, our only hope. Amen.
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