Devotional from Pastor Ho
June 2, 2021

Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in
to him and eat with him, and he with me.”
This is one of the most misapplied passages in the Bible. Some of us have very likely heard it preached
as an evangelistic message before, that Jesus is standing at the door of the unbeliever’s heart and
knocking. Those who want to believe Jesus are to open the door of their heart and invite Jesus in. This
understanding, however, is not what our passage intends to convey.
The image of Jesus standing at the door is found in two other places in the New Testament. In Luke
12:35-36, Jesus teaches about the readiness of his servants to open the door for him when he comes
and knocks, as he returns from the wedding feast, even when they are supposedly sound asleep in the
2nd or 3rd watch of the night (12 or 3 am). In James 5:9, the point is the imminence of the Lord’s
coming as the Judge standing at the door (not knocking!). In both places we don’t see opening the door
to Jesus as a gesture of accepting him into our heart as our Savior. Probably opening the door of the
heart for Jesus is not an apt image for unbelievers believing Jesus, as if he doesn’t have the key to their
heart.
What then is the message from the Lord to the Laodicean church in this passage? The risen and
ascended Lord has just rebuked his church for their lukewarmness and prideful boastings, followed by
his counsel for them (Rev 3:15-18). Then he turns around and comforts them with “those whom I
love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.” In other words, he reproves and disciplines
them because he loves them. As they turn from lukewarmness to zealousness and repent from their
pride, prompted by his knocking on the door and his voice, he is ready to restore his relationship with
them by coming into the open door. This restoration is emphasized further with a sense of mutuality,
“[I will] eat with him, and he with me.” What we see is that Jesus’ standing at the door knocking is a
call for his people to repent; opening the door signifies repentance of a believer who has compromised
his stance in the world, and therefore signifies his faith and obedience to his Lord and Savior.
Prayer: Dear Lord, you are ever knocking on the door for us to open the door for you. Would you
help us to hear your voice and open the door, so that we might once again eat with you, and you with
us? Amen.
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